
Charter Members 
Gwen Anderson, Lois Dean Ascher, Duane & Darlene Bachman, 
Dr. Anthony & Kathleen Benassi, Rod & Wendy Bennett, Larry & Virginia 
Bolhous, Dorthea Bonavia, Nancy Peterson & Susan Parks, Jason & Molly 
(Hodges) Brauer, Rob & Angela Bucey & family, Doris A. Buzzard, Cecil & 
Susan (McGee) Cannon, Ray & Janice Carlson, Sandra (Schmittel) Collard, 
Lynn & Judie Coots, Merrill "Whitey" & Connie (Bachman) Coots & family, 
Don & Shirley Crawford, Jane (Brigham) Dobbs, Donna J. Dow, Ray & 
Mary Dyreson, Tom & Katie Eickman, Paul & Mary Beth Elsen, Franklin J. 
Jr. & Shirley Eubank, Barbara Sherman Falk, Susan Mae (Leonard) 
Fulrath, Vivian Gaines, Walter P. & Melanie G. Gallagher, Loren "Gene" & 
Annie Gambrel, Susan Gambrel, Kathryn Genandt, Leland Genandt, 
Lyndon Genandt, Joseph & Mary Gottman, Mary Gross, Paul & April  
Haeflinger, Karen Liston Heaton, David Heeren, Karl Heeren, Kathy 
Heeren Ellis, Betty Schumacher Hepner & Janet Schumacher Lindsey, 
James R. Herbert, Judith A. Hodgdon, Joe & Sally Huggins, Paula Huggins, 
Ron & James (JJ) Huggins, Connie (Schmittel) Johnson, Richard & Barb 
Johnson, Leland Jones, Russell Kaney & Nancy Kiefer, Greg Keilback,  
Donald & Carol Kimes, Martha "Marty" (Mandeville) Kirsch, Janet 
(Heeren) Klinger, Jonathan Klinger, Roy & Norma Kloster, Irv Koning, 
Ralph & Pat Koning, Jerry & Harriett Langley & family, Dixie Leden, Mary 
A. Lee, Charles & Avis Lind, Les & Marna Lovett, Marty Maggio, Rob &  
Lucy Martin, Richard G. McGee, Cindy McIntyre, Dave & Lisa Meads, Jean 
(Smith) Meissen, Jim & Rita Mitchell, Lynne Myers, Eileen Newcomer, 
Nicholas & Dr. Isabella Newcomer, Marian Pedrick, Neil & Holly Potter, 
Faye Ann Reed, Dan Rowley & family, John D. Rowley, Wayne & Lori 
Rowley, Beverly Samsel, Jacob Scheider, Steven & Grace Scheider, Bill 
Schmittel & Mary Remmers, David & Katie Schmoyer & family, Alan & 
Darlene Shaw, Phillip & Rev. Diane Slocum, Susan Slocum, Robert & Linda 
(McGee) Spelman, Denise & Daniel Speracino, Alta W. Straley, Steven W. 
Straley, Elizabeth Strey, Darla Taylor, Del & Phyllis Tedrick, Janice 
Thompson, Charles R. Van Sickle, Melanie Van Sickle-Lukasik, Tom Van 
Sickle & Penny Miller, Roy & Marge Viel, Harold & Patricia Wakeley, 
Daniel & Darla (Schmittel) Walter, the Weldon family, Cheryl C. Woolever 
 

Lifetime Members 
Ethan Bucey, Drew William Johnson, Erica Kielty, Kaylee King, Tina 
Koonce, Andrei Krause, Gregg & Deb Seyler, Joyce Seyler, Daniel Speraci-
no, Logan Traum, Kaycia Zimmerman 
 

Annual Members 
Gary & Ann Brown, Wanda Cwiklo, Bill Didier, Barbara Hazzard, Sue Jan-
sen, Norman & Linda King, Brian & Donna Pauley & family, Jim & Priscilla 
Sartorius, 
 
Special thanks to the Winnebago Public Library for its support of WCHS—
serving as “contact central” for us and being a home for the Winnebago 
Area History Collection.   

Winnebago Community Historical Society is a member of the Winnebago 
Area Chamber of Commerce. 
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 Preserving the past 
   Informing the present 
     Inspiring the future 



Our Mission 
To collect, preserve, and interpret the history of the Winnebago area in  

Winnebago County, Illinois. 
 

Our 2022 Accomplishments 
 

ü Grant award from Community foundation of Norther Illinois, $3,800 to 
improve indoor air quality, Town Hall. 

 

ü Grant award from Home Start for “Keep Winnebago Beautiful”, 
$1,350.00 for landscape improvements to downtown business block 
around Town Hall. 

 

ü Grant award from Illinois Heart Rescue receiving a defibrillator and 
training material for Board and community training. 

 

ü Grant award from Illinois humanities for COVID=-19 Emergency Relief 
& Recovery, $5,000 for general operating expenses. 

 

ü Grant award from Landmarks Illinois for Town Hall conditions report, 
$3,000 plus $3,000 match. Hired GWA Studio for report and Town 
Hall history documentation. 

 

ü Old Fashioned Open House on Small Business Saturday. 
 

ü Great American Cleanup Host Site in April. 
 

ü Raised $1,124.69 with Town Hall Garage Sale as part of Winnebago 
Community Garage Sale in June. 

 

ü Participated in 4th of July Parade with float and Town Hall open for 
public use during parade. 

 

ü Winnebago Trivia Night held at Winnebago Public Library (John D. 
Rowley & Rev. Gary Brown) 

 

ü Local History at Your Doorstep: Program Funded by Illinois humani-
ties, published “A Township & Village history Timeline, 1835-2022 by 
John D. Rowley, Rev. Dr. Gary Brown and Patricia Wakeley Oman 

 

ü Haunted house at Town Hall for Trunk or Treat Downtown Winnebago. 
 

ü Exterior renovation continues at Town Hall. 

Star Sponsor Level ($10,000+) 
 

Sponsor Level ($5,000-$9,999) 
 

Supporter Level ($1,000-$4,999) 
Robert Weldon (TH) 
The Family of Lonnie Webb 
Town Hall Garage Sale donors &  
     purchasers (TH) 

Friend Level ($100-$999) 
Alta Straley *  #  
Culver's of Winnebago  
Dan Rowley in Honor of John Rowley 
Donald Osborn *** 
Elizabeth Stray @ 
Elizabeth Strey In Memory of Les & 
Marna Lovett & @ 
Ellen Brueggeman (TH)  
Frito Lay  
Gail & Leland Zook * 
Gregg & Deb Seyler % 
Growmark, Inc. *** 
James & Peggy Sawdey *** 
James Herbert Farm Acct * 
John Verhaar & Janet Herbert-
Verhaar * 
Marian Pedrick @ 
Marty Wilson *** 
Patricia Wakeley % 
Paul Elsen  
Pierce Biotechnology, Inc.  
Robert & Christine Stewart * 
Roger & Bette McDougall  
Russ Kaney  
Susan Gambrel # 
Susan Whitney * 
Thomas VanSickle ** 
Tina Koonce  

Donor Level ($1-$99) 
Amazon Smile rebates 
Barry & Lorraine Chaussee *  
Betty Schmerse * 
Bob, Cheri, Chris & Jim Gilmour % 
Chuck & Diane Piper %  
David Fishcher * 

Dekalb Implement Co. * 
Denise Speracino **  
Faye Reed * 
Frank Hazzard  
Frito Lay  
FS Pioneer Club *** 
Gail & Leland Zook * 
Gary & Ann Brown 
Gene, Ann & Sue Gambrel %  
Gerhard Bivens *** 
Irv Koning *** 
Janice Seyler % 
Jeffrie & Cheryl Barlow ** 
Judy Mitchell @ 
Julie Seyler Thruman % 
Karen Axley * 
Kartherine Firch ** 
Marlene Hale * 
Marsha Matlock  
Melanie VanSickle Lukasik % 
Mervin & Mary Miller ** 
Michael & Norma Brown ** 
Mildred & Alan Bridgeland * 
NITE Equipment   
Paulette Sancken ***  
Program Donors  
Ralph & Sue Ann Lamkin * 
Randy Redenius  
Ray & Cathy Heeren * 
Robb & Patricia Klinger * 
Robert & Patricia Yahnke * 
Ron Cooksey * 
Ronald Countryman ***  
Scott & Peggy Whitney * 
Steve & Cherry Blackmer * 
Sue Jansen   
Trenton & Judy Ferro *** 
Wanda Cwiklo  

 
 
 

 2021 Carryover:    $45,438 
 Income (as of 10/31/22):     $21,973  
 Expenses (as of 10/31/22):   $20,142  

Our 2022 Donors (monetary & in kind) 
Information is from 11/1/2021 - 10/31/22. If we’ve missed anyone, please let us know. 

Our 2022 Budget  

Our Town Hall Fund-Raising Campaign 

Goal              $195,000 
Total to 10/31/22              $56,217  

Memorial Donation Key: 
Jim Herbert Memorial * 
Charles VanSickle Memorial ** 
Ray Carlson Memorial *** 
Marna Lovett Memorial @ 
Steve Straley Memorial # 
Joyce Seyler Memorial % 


